


This devotional guide
has been designed to assist all Ohio 

believers and churches as they seek Christ 
personally and corporately for revival 

and spiritual awakening.  You can use this 
guide any time of year, but if  you choose 
the month of September, the content is 
tailored to coincide with the annual Ray 
Roberts Offering and Season of Prayer  

for State Missions in Ohio. 

Y Mission Ohio? 
Because it’s who we are...

Taking our lead from Peter and John in  
Acts 4, we recognize that we cannot stop 

sharing the Gospel message with everyone 
we encounter.  “And he has committed to 
us the message of reconciliation. We are 

therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 
God were making his appeal through us.” 

(2 Cor 5:19-20)



30 days of prayer: for REACH Ohio

‘Whether it’s right in 
the sight of God for us 
to listen to you rather 

than to God, you decide; 
for we are unable to 
stop speaking about 

what we have seen and 
heard.’

Acts 4:19-20



before you begin: 
The First Prayer

“God, have mercy on me”
Two men went to the temple to pray; one man’s prayer 
was heard in heaven, the other’s was not. We almost 
always assume the description of “those who trusted 
in themselves” is someone else. And when we do, we 
become the very people Jesus is addressing. My pride and 
arrogance keep my prayer focus on me, my own attempts 
at righteousness. The first issue of prayer is pride versus 
humility. The key to understanding the inner Pharisee in 
my life is performance. When my identity is wrapped up in 
what others think of me, my faith has to be something others 
can see. Social media allows me to only post what I want 
others to see, and I only see an idealized version of others. 

Contrast the two prayers in Luke 18 – the Pharisee sees 
himself on the stage performing for God, the tax collector 
by grace is watching the glory of the Father on stage. Jesus 
says, “he who humbles himself” and we often ask, “What 
can I do?” To do humble is easier than to be humble. To do 
takes action, to be takes the gracious work of the Father. 
Pride is where prayer stops, humility is where prayer begins.

Luke 18:9-13 “Have mercy on me, a sinner.”

As you begin this 30 day journey of prayer, ask the Holy 
Spirit to show you that everywhere you go, and every 
situation, is an opportunity to humble yourself – to exalt 
Jesus and put pride on the cross.



Section 1
Days 1-10

Humility and Confession



confessing your sins
James 5:16 (CSB) “Confess your sins to one another and 
pray for one another, so that you may be healed...”

Phyllis was an IMB missionary that attended a retreat. Each 
participant became distraught over the sin in their lives. Phyllis 
did more than let the Lord and others know how sorry that she 
was. She wrote a letter to the home office in Richmond, Va., 
asking that the IMB publish her confession in the newsletter that 
went out to every missionary family, all of them. 

As the editor, I saw its value, but published the letter only after 
top administrators approved it. Nothing like this confession had 
ever been published before! 

Phyllis wanted to hold nothing back from her Lord or her 
colleagues. Do you? Would you make your confession public? 
What changes would that make in your life? How would you 
live your life from now on living in an attitude of confession?

•	 Pray to live your life as if it were an open confession to 
God and others.

•	 Repent right now and seek forgiveness of those against 
whom you have sinned. 

day 1 day 2



30 days of prayer: for REACH Ohio

Humility Through Hardship
Hebrews 5:8 “ …Though He (Jesus) was a Son, yet He 

learned obedience by the things which He suffered.”

The New Testament letter known as Hebrews is one of the most 
majestic yet mysterious pieces of literature ever penned.  While 
the author is unknown the theme is clear: JESUS CHRIST IS 
SUPERIOR TO EVERYTHING AND EVERYBODY EVERYWHERE 
FOREVER … PERIOD.  

Perhaps one of the more mysterious statements is found in 
chapter 5 verses 7-8; it reads (speaking of Jesus): “who, in 
the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and 
supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was 
able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His 
godly fear, though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by 
the things which He suffered.“

Though Jesus was God manifest in the flesh He surrendered 
in full, humble submission to the will and the purpose of the 
Father.   Though He was the equal of the Father in nature He 
was surrendered to the Father in purpose and mission. How 
much more ought we who are so very “unlike God in nature” be 
humbled in His presence to learn obedience and thus success 
in our assigned mission in life.  The things that we suffer are 
divine opportunities to learn humility, obedience and trust in 
the wisdom of our Father.  Thank God for Jesus.

•	 Pray that God gives you faith to trust His Heart when you 
don’t understand His Hand.

•	 Pray that God gives you the grace to recognize humbling 
experiences as opportunities for growth.

day 2



Pride Is Antithetical  
to the Gospel

Psalm 18:27 “For you save a humble people, but  
the haughty eyes you bring down.”

I read about a speech Ronald Reagan made in Mexico City when 
he was governor of California. About that occasion, Reagan said, 
“After I had finished speaking, I sat down to rather unenthusiastic 
applause, and I was a little embarrassed. The speaker who 
followed me spoke in Spanish — which I didn’t understand — 
and he was being applauded about every paragraph. To hide 
my embarrassment, I started clapping before everyone else 
and longer than anyone else until our ambassador leaned over 
and said, ‘I wouldn’t do that if I were you. He’s interpreting your 
speech.‘”

Our verse today shows us that pride is antithetical to the gospel. 
In order to come to faith in Christ, we must humble ourselves 
to the point where we recognize our depravity and Christ’s 
sovereignty. If we cannot recognize that Christ is above us, then 
we will never be saved! As we continue to live in Christ, we are 
to maintain that humility just as Christ did (Phil. 2:3-11) because 
He is always Lord of our lives. Like the Reagan story showed, 
we are often the first and loudest to praise ourselves. Instead, 
let us be the first and loudest to praise Jesus!

•	 Ask the Holy Spirit to search your heart and reveal pride. 
Take time to listen. 

•	 Repent of areas in your life where you tried to take 
lordship even though Jesus is Lord. 

•	 Praise Jesus for saving you and ask for the power to follow 
the Holy Spirit’s leadership.

day 3



Distracted from the  
Simple Story

1 Corinthians 1:15  “For the word of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing...”

Some years ago a high school girl who was an average student 
wanted to do competitive journalism.  A co-teacher and I 
worked with students during study halls and after school to 
help them prepare for the competitions.  Linda would write her 
practice articles but make errors that would distract from the 
gems she scribed.  One day the other teacher told her to write at 
the top of her paper before she started “KISS” for Keep It Simple 
Stupid.  Linda embraced the simple principal and advanced to 
earn top medals at the district, regional, and state competitions.

The same principle can help us in our witness for Christ because 
sometimes people are ready to listen and at other times they will 
turn away.  For those who do not have Christ, spiritual matters 
just don’t make sense.  It’s not logical. However, the simple 
personal story of Christ at work in one’s life can be powerful.

But one caution:  What errors are distracting from the story?  Is 
there sin that will keep people from listening to your story?

•	 Ask God what stands in the way of your witness for Him.

•	 Think about how God works in your life right now.  What 
would He applaud about you; what would He want 
changed?

•	 Ask God to help you be effective in sharing the story about 
His work in your life.

day 4
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Confession is Good  
for the Soul

I John 1:9 “If we confess our sins...”

I’ve always loved poker. I was exposed to the game at an early 
age and immediately had a knack for being good at it. So as I 
grew in my Christian faith it was an area of constant struggle for 
me.

Prior to my first opportunity to teach at a particular church 
on Sunday, I was asked to join a poker game on Friday night. 
I struggled to say ‘yes’ but eventually yielded and promised 
God that I’d give all my winnings to a family in the church that 
had a pressing benevolence need. That night I fared well and 
accumulated a sizeable amount of winnings to give to this 
family in need. You’d think that I would have left the game 
feeling ecstatic - but just the opposite occurred.  

For the first time in my life there was no joy in winning. I couldn’t 
figure out why until the next day when I called my mentor. He 
helped me to see from the scriptures that I was experiencing 
conviction for my sin and that I needed to confess it to the Lord. 
To this day I am grateful for the love and understanding of a 
fellow believer, for the truth of the scriptures, for the conviction 
of the Holy Spirit, and for the cleansing joy of confessing my sin 
to God.

•	 Confess any known sin you have and abandon things that 
don’t honor and glorify Him.

•	 Pray that the Lord would give you a mature Christian 
accountability partner.

day 5



I’ve fallen and can  
get back up

Revelation 2:5 “Remember then how  
far you have fallen...”

“Help, I have fallen and I can’t get up...” is the cry we hear from 
an elderly woman lying on the floor in a TV ad for medical 
assistance. I am sure that she has tried to get back up on her 
own but realizes she cannot and makes the call.

In Revelations 2, Jesus shares the seemingly good points of the 
church in Ephesus but reveals to them the greatest point they 
are missing. They had become a religious people but have lost 
their love for Jesus. They had fallen and did not realize it had 
happened.   

How about us? When we begin to see things through religious 
eyes, we tend to cloud our relationship with Jesus. When we 
have religious lenses on, our family, friends and neighbors 
are seemingly beneath us. However, when we have relational 
lenses on, with Jesus as our focal point, they are placed above 
us.  

Are you needing to call for help because you have fallen?  Call 
upon Jesus, confess you have fallen, repent and get back up.

•	 Pray for God to reveal areas where you have fallen and 
then seek repentance.

•	 Pray for relational lenses with Jesus as your focal point.

•	 Seek out a prayer partner to help you stay focused on 
loving Jesus.

day 6
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Non-Negotiable Steps
2 Timothy 2:21 “Therefore if anyone cleanses himself 

from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor...”

There are non-negotiable steps to making a thick, rich beef 
stew in a slow cooker. It takes some time to make, but it’s well 
worth the wait. Preparing it correctly means cooking slow and 
adding at the right intervals beef, potatoes, butter sautéed 
mushrooms, carrots, peas, onions, and celery stalks so that each 
will not over or under cook. Cover and simmer for 6 to 8 hours. 
Remaining patient is the most important part of the process. 
When finished simmering - beef tender enough to flake apart 
with a fork and chocked full of perfectly tender potatoes, butter 
sautéed mushrooms, carrots, peas, onions and celery stalks, in 
a superbly seasoned thick broth are the reward for the wait.

As I reflect on the amount of time it takes to make a great beef 
stew, one cannot help but to understand the importance of 
getting before a non-negotiating God and patiently letting Him 
sift out impurities and prepare His disciples properly.

•	 PRAY: Heavenly Father my desire is to become everything 

You’ve planned. Shape me, and when blemishes occur, 

reshape me over and over so your servant can come forth 

in proper humility to be all You want me to be. Amen.

day 7



humility
Ephesians 2:5 - “...(He) made us alive  

together with Christ..”

When did you last witness “real change?” Recently I planted 
some grass seed in a few bare spots in our yard. As the days 
passed I witnessed some real change. Transformation of death 
to life! The grass grew! It does happen and it happens all around 
us!

In the life of a person who comes to Jesus transformation 
occurs. Radical transformation? Absolutely! All because of 
Christ. We are now destined to grow! How does this happen? 
To put it simply, as you walk in humility and learn the place of 
confession in the process, you grow in Christ!

Take a few minutes to read (slowly) Ephesians 2:1-10. Allow the 
Spirit to help you better understand where you were; who you 
are; and what you are becoming in Christ!

Why? Because of whose we are!

•	 Lord, today remind me how you are transforming me.
•	 Lord, today may I strive for the unity of the faith.
•	 Lord, show me how to demonstrate God’s grace to those I 

encounter today.
•	 Lord, give your grace today to those who are persecuted 

for their faith.

day 8
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How God Sees His People
I Peter 5:6-7 (KJV) “Humble yourselves therefore under the 

mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you...”

When I was a new student in second-grade, my teacher saw 
me as a country girl and made me feel bad about myself. She 
made me feel terrible. She made fun of me in front of the whole 
room. I had a desperate need to bridge a gap to her that she 
would find accepting. 

One day, I had a question and she wouldn’t recognize my raised 
hand. She was sitting at her desk working. So, I crawled on my 
knees to her desk to ask a question. 

We as a people have a desperate need to have a bridge to Jesus. 
Because this woman was an adult figure in my life, I totally 
believed her twisted view of myself. 

In the next school year, I had a new teacher that was loving. I 
realized from this other teacher that I wasn’t stupid or a terrible 
person. She made me realize my worth as a person.  

We must seek acceptance from the right people and ultimately 
from God. I am grateful to God that He sees me as something 
much more.

•	 Seek the ultimate One to find your worth and value.

•	 Pray that your actions don’t make someone feel 
inadequate or less than God desires.

day 9



Get Real before God
Psalm 119:25-27 “I am laid low in the dust;

    preserve my life according to your word.”

The old Scottish proverb says, “Confession is good for the soul.” 
Yet the Bible made that declaration long before in scripture. 

Psalm 119:25-27 remind us that David did not want to stay in his 
present condition. He recognized that he could not do it himself 
and that there needed to be an outside agent. Therefore, he falls 
on his face before God and cries out to the only one who can 
give him life! 

When we surrender all that we have and all that we are and look 
to the one who can supply our every need, then our life will be 
full and free. For you see when David confessed his ways, his 
next request was to learn God’s ways. 

So, if humility and confession is the place to start then may we 
start today. Fall on your face and lay prostrate in His presence 
and confess, learn, and meditate on God’s word. 

•	 Father, I know my ways but I am yielding to You. I lay it all 
on the altar today. I surrender to you today and everyday 
you give me.

day 10
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listening
Though we may not use these words, we most often start 
our prayer with this attitude, “Listen, Lord, your servant is 
speaking.” We rush into prayer with our list of needs, agenda 
for the day, a few prayer requests from others, and unload. 
Jesus is the prize for prayer, knowing Him, not directions, 
guidance, clarity, comfort, relief, or encouragement. Those 
things are the by-products of knowing Him, not vice versa. 
Priscilla Shirer writes when praying, “I want to ask, what 
do You want me to know about You, not what do You want 
me to do or where do You want me to go.” Andrew Murray 
wrote, “We think of prayer as the power to draw down good 
gifts from heaven; Jesus as the means to draw ourselves up 
to God.” The Psalmist wrote, “My heart says this about You: 
‘Seek His face.’ Lord, I will seek Your face.” (27:8)

Jesus is under no obligation to resource our agenda for 
Mission Ohio. However, He will move heaven and earth to 
resource His agenda. The question is ‘are we in alignment 
with His plans?’ 

1 Samuel 3:9 “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”

STATE Missions Offering & SEASON of prayer
The second week of September is set aside every year to pray 
for Mission Ohio and to collect a special offering to financially 
assist ministries and missionaries operating here in Ohio.

Whether you are following this guide through the month 
of  September or not, please consider spending a few extra 
minutes each day this week to pray specifically for those 
serving Christ in Ohio.  

For additional information visit www.scbo.org/SMO



Section 2
Days 11-20

Seek his face and listen



Seek and find

Psalm 63:1 “God, you are my God; I eagerly seek You.”

I play hide and seek with my granddaughters all the time.  I 
count to 20 and then I begin to seek them out.  The key to 
finding them is to listen for their giggles or whispers and then I 
excitedly proclaim “I found you.”

While God is not hiding from us, if we would begin to listen 
for His voice by searching through the scriptures to hear from 
Him, we will surely find Him.  The problem is that many times 
we search to know about God and not seek simply to know 
Him.  We search scripture for answers to help us in our current 
struggle or circumstance and rarely seek scripture with the 
desire to get to know Him greater.

The Psalmist eagerly seeks God and not just information about 
Him.  How about you?  When is the last time you have listened 
for God’s voice seeking simply to find Him and not an answer 
to your problem?  He isn’t hiding, but He wants you to truly find 
Him.  Will you listen for His whisper and seek Him out?

•	 Spend time in the Scriptures getting to know God and 
thank Him for what He reveals about Himself.

•	 Pray for listening ears to hear Him and a desire to seek 
Him more.

day 11



He who has ears to hear...
Psalm 25:4-5 “Show me your ways, Lord,

    teach me your paths.”

Within the Psalms we see David’s strong desire was to learn 
how God wanted him to do things. What we think is important 
will determine the direction of our lives. David wanted to follow 
the ways of the Lord, to discover the paths that God wanted 
him to follow. David desired to be guided into more truth, so 
he waited on God for instruction. David had what some have 
called a teachable spirit, the kind of spirit we all need if we are 
to mature and grow in the Lord. 

It starts with listening. You cannot be teachable unless you have 
a heart to listen. Which begs the question: “Am I seeking God’s 
face and listening?” I’m sure that is the reason Jesus ended 
everyone of the seven letters to the churches of Asia Minor in 
the book of Revelation with these words, “He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear…”

May we be like Mary who sat at His feet, listening and learning 
what the Father has for us! 

•	 Clear your mind.
•	 Get in a quite place.
•	 Make sure to listen.

day 12
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God’s Life-jarring Question
1 Kings 19:13 (NKJV) “Suddenly a voice came to him, and 

said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’” 

The prophet Elijah was blasted by winds so fierce it shattered 
rocks. Earthquakes rattled the ground. Fire whirled all around. 
Yet, God’s voice was still and small to Elijah.  Elijah had been 
hiding out in a cave. When he walked to its mouth, suddenly 
God’s voice asked, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

If you are at a point in your life where you might be seeking 
an answer from God in the cave into which you’ve crawled, 
you might be shocked to hear God’s still small voice. And it just 
might thunder in your heart with a question that blasts, rattles, 
and whirls you to your core. 

What are you doing there, o child of God?

•	 Pray today for the courage to emerge from life’s retreats  
to face questions that only God can rifle into your soul.

•	 Seek the God of a still small voice rather than the 
cacophony of false gods.

day 13



Hide and Seek

Matthew 6:33 “But seek ye first the Kingdom of God….”

I loved to play hide and seek as a kid. My family lived across the 
street from several acres of undeveloped land that made for a 
great game field. And there were more than enough kids in the 
neighborhood to make the games fun and exciting.

For most players they always wanted to hide. No one wanted 
to be “it” first and have to go find the others, except me. I loved 
being the first to go and find those that were hiding. I always 
enjoyed the hunt and the celebration of discovering the places 
where my friends were hiding. 

As a member of God’s Kingdom of believers, I always experience 
joy when I discover a new truth from God’s Word. It’s as if God 
had hidden it from me and uncovered it at just the right time I 
need it. But it does demand my “seeking.” That daily consistency 
of looking for Him in all that I experience in life. And when I seek 
Him in righteousness, in prayer, in Bible study, in worship, and 
in witnessing, what a celebration it is to find Him, seated on His 
throne in the Kingdom that I will one day spend an eternity in!  

•	 Pray that the Lord will give you a love to seek Him daily 
through His word.

•	 Help someone else to seek God and discover biblical truth.

day 14
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reward!
Hebrews 11:6  “...for he who comes to God must believe 
that He is and He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”

A domestic cat wandering through the neighborhood is not 
likely to get much attention. However, if someone posts a sign 
on every neighborhood corner about a lost cat and a reward for 
the cat, people’s eyes become open to notice a cat wandering 
nearby.  And the one who finds the lost feline receives the 
reward.

What is often described as the faith chapter of the Bible 
(Hebrews 11) summarizes God’s work through a host of God’s 
faithful servants. Interjected within that list is a reminder for us 
to believe and to seek God. God has offered us the greatest 
reward—eternal life with Him—and He made the provision for 
us to gain the gift of life through faith in Christ’s work on the 
cross.  We just need to see Jesus.

We may not think of ourselves as an Enoch, Sarah, Moses, or 
Abraham.  But that is not important.  What was important to 
each of them remains important for us—the power of God at 
work in the lives of faithful servants who sought to know His 
presence.   In what ways are you actively seeking after God?

•	 Thank God for his gift of life.

•	 Be reminded of God’s work with you as you make yourself 
a list of things for which you are thankful.

•	 Post in word and deed a message of God’s reward for 
someone else to see and hear this week.

day 15



He who has ears to hear...
Deuteronomy 34:10  “...there has not arisen in Israel a 

prophet like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face …”

History has recorded many great epitaphs written on the 
tombstones of men and women both famous and infamous. 
On the tombstone of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. are the words 
“Free At Last, Free At Last, Thank God Almighty I’m Free At Last”

One of the most wonderful epitaphs ever written, however, was 
about Moses, the Prince of Egypt who became the Deliverer of 
Israel.  After giving  final instruction to his people in the book of 
Deuteronomy, Moses slipped away to an unknown location in 
Moab and there God held a private burial service for His beloved 
friend. It must have been Joshua who recorded the epitaph in 
Deuteronomy 32:10-11:“But since then there has not arisen in 
Israel a prophet like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 
in all the signs and wonders which the LORD sent him to do...” 

While many believers desire the impact and influence of Moses, 
few understand the real source of such mighty power … which 
is … intimate friendship and fellowship with God.  Moses was a 
“face to FACE” believer who not only knew God’s will, He knew 
God’s ways;  through seeking God in prayer and spending time 
in God’s presence, Moses’ heart was bound to the very Heart 
of God.

•	 Pray that God will increase your desire to spend time with 
Him alone.

•	 Pray that in reflecting the loving and holy heart of God, 
you can lead others from captivity to freedom through 
Jesus Christ.

day 16
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Ask and Seek
Psalm 27:4 “One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I 

seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD...”

David set a priority—“one thing I ask”—that he would dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of his life. This is expressing 
a desire for intimate communion with the Lord. Notice, though, 
that David doesn’t just ask God for something and then wait 
around hoping it will happen or live in a way that is in opposition 
to what he asks. He asks God, showing his dependence on Him 
AND he seeks after that desire, bringing himself in alignment 
with it. 

Some might say I wish I prayed more; I wish I read my Bible 
more; I wish I could teach the Bible to someone; I wish I 
could share my faith with someone; I wish I could serve as a 
missionary; I wish I could marry a godly person—and the list 
could go on. But then their actions don’t match their desire. 

If you desire something so much, you’re going to strive for it. 
Charles Spurgeon said, “Desires are seeds which must be sown 
in the good soil of activity, or they will yield no harvest. We shall 
find our desires to be like clouds without rain, unless followed 
up by practical endeavors.”  (The Treasury of David, Psalm 27)

•	 Pray for righteous action in alignment with God’s desires.
•	 Pray the Scripture of Psalm 27:4.

day 17



God’s Mercies
Psalm 27:24 (CSB)  “Wait for the LORD; be strong,  

and let your heart be courageous…”

When I was diagnosed with leukemia at age 32, I had a 7-year old 
daughter, a husband, and was given only a 20 percent chance 
of living one year.  Dealing with the shock of this diagnosis, I 
would turn to the Lord and pray, “What are your plans for me? 
What do you want me to do? What about my family? My child? 
How will this work out?

I was able to find peace in whatever happened – living or dying 
– knowing that I was in the palm of His hand. It was the best 
place to be. 

My husband and I heard a motto to live by earlier in our marriage. 
‘We will not forget in the darkness the things that we know to 
be true in the light. And in the light, we know He loves us, wants 
the best for us, and He has a plan for us.’ We rest in that truth. 

God in His mercy healed me. I continue to live for Him.

•	 Rest assured that God cares for you. Pray about what 
worries you and turn it over to Him.

•	 Pray about the stand you want to take now before trouble 
comes.

day 18
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Seeking Him

Psalm 46:10 - “Be still and know that I am God.”

I love to go camping. Everything slows down & allows time to
ponder. In the quietness the noises of nature come alive. The 
sounds draw me in to a whole different world. The Psalmst 
says, “Be still.” Is it possible in our noisey world the Lord has a 
message for us to hear that can only be heard in our “stillness?” 
What one hears there sends us back into our “noisey” world to 
live differently.

Psalms 46 1&2 states “God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear though the
earth gives way,...”

Today, pull aside for a while. His Word is just what you need.
The sounds of this world are troubling at times, but take heart,
He has overcome the world!

Why? Because of whose we are!

•	 Pray to hear the heart of God.
•	 Pray to better understand God’s purposes for your life.
•	 Pray for peace in the middle of today’s storms.
•	 Ask for God to give opportunity today to bring hope to 

others whom God brings across my path.

day 19



Sticking Power
Mark 4:24 “Then He said to them, “Take 

 heed what you hear...’” 

The American Express Company’s phrase “Don’t leave home 
without it” is a familiar advertising slogan heard by millions of 
people thousands of times. The company behind this advertising 
message spent millions of dollars to make this message stick 
in consumers’ minds to achieve a desired response of people 
buying their product.

Two thousand years ago God’s only Son hung on the cross, 
as the perfect Sacrifice for a sin filled world. His death and 
Resurrection makes His message, great love for all, stick in 
people’s hearts to achieve a desired response from people to 
freely have eternal life. Like Mark 4:24, Jesus wants disciples 
to consume themselves in listening to Him, obedience, and 
spending their time making His message stick in the minds of 
every lost person. So they will achieve the desired response of 
freely receiving eternal life in Jesus Christ.  

•	 Lord, your disciple asks for strength to be ever attentive 
to your instructions so that maximum impact will happen 
every day in the harvest of helping lost people come to 
know and accept you as their Lord and Savior. Amen.

day 20
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“So that” Praying
When Nehemiah learned about the walls of Jerusalem, he 
prayed “Let your eyes be open and your ears be attentive 
to hear your servant’s prayer that I now pray to you day 
and night.” (1:6)  Daniel cried out “We are not presenting 
our petitions before you based on our righteous acts, but 
based on your abundant compassion. Lord, hear! Lord, 
forgive! Lord, listen and act! My God, for your own sake, 
do not delay, because your city and your people bear your 
name. (9:18-19)

We have spent twenty days humbling ourselves before the 
Father, confessing our sin, seeking His face and listening to 
His voice. Now, our hearts are ready to bring our petitions 
to Him for His people. Andrew Murray wrote: “God rules 
the world by the prayers of His saints; ...prayer is the power 
by which Satan is conquered; ... by prayer, the Church on 
earth has disposal of the powers of the heavenly world. 
...Jesus has, by His promise, consecrated every assembly 
in His name to be a gate of heaven, where His Presence is 
to be felt, and His Power experienced in the Father fulfilling 
their desires.”

Daniel 9:19 “Lord, listen and act!  
My God, for Your sake.”

Think back over the first twenty days of prayer for REACH 
Ohio, what have you learned about the Father’s agenda, 
the Father’s plans? Every answer to prayer will have the 
Father’s glory as it’s aim. His glory is the link between our 
asking and His doing. Add “so that” to every request you 
pray. You are asking in His name, for His sake, “so that” He 
receives glory!



Section 3
Days 21-30

Intercession and Petition



Hear us, O lord 
I Timothy 2:1-2 “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, 

prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made...”

As the apostle Paul was encouraging Timothy to pray and 
intercede for “All” people, we should be doing the same. As 
the State Convention moves forward with REACH Ohio we are 
asking that the Father guide us every step of the way. Certainly 
we can have tons of programs, events and activies that show us 
busy but that is not what the Father wants! He wants us faithful 
and pliable so that we can bring honor and glory to Him: that 
Ohio leaders, churches, and members would respond in such 
a way that those who are looking from afar may know it is the 
Lord at work. 

As we pray for you please pray for us as a convention that we 
will continually seek God’s face and His direction and that His 
agenda and plans are accomplished - not ours!

•	 Who will I pray for today?

•	 What does REACH Ohio mean to me?

•	 How can I be used for Your glory?
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Different Time, 
 Same Condition

Romans 10:1, “Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to 
God for them is that they may be saved.”

Ohio in the 21 Century is still as sinful as at any time in history, 
and the state of affairs seems like it can’t get any worse (even 
though Ecclesiastes 1:9 says, “There is nothing new under the 
sun”). Still, God has given mankind so much grace, mercy and 
patience even when everything is so ripe for His return. 

The Bible in 2 Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord is not slack concerning 
His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering 
toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should 
come to repentance.” One of the most powerful reasons that 
Christians have for believing in the return of Christ is that the 
world is in precisely the shape that Jesus said it would be prior 
to His coming. 

God loves His children so much, and wants no one to perish, 
He is delaying His Son’s return. What a fantastic and excellent 
opportunity for God’s disciples to reach every Ohio community 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

•	 O Lord, give your disciples many opportunities to reach 
Ohio. Grant your servants wisdom, by being focused on 
your instructions, while ministering to those who don’t yet 
know who You are. Our prayer is for everyone we encounter 
to accept you as Lord and Savior. Lord, thank you for the 
abundant results that are about to be received because of 
our obedience. Amen.
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We are all farmers in 
different fields

Matthew 9:36 “The harvest is abundant  
but the workers are few…”

What farmer would plant a crop in 2010 and still expect to get 
a grand harvest in 2018?  Every spring, farmers work the soil to 
replant for a greater crop the following fall.  They keep an eye 
on the fields they work throughout the summer and look toward 
the time to harvest.  They engage the field on a daily basis to 
see what has changed and what may need special attention.  
Eventually, they see the fruit of their labor.

Throughout Ohio, churches close their doors every week to 
never open again.  Perhaps the church you attend is dying.  We 
may pray for our neighborhoods and communities to change, 
but that is not what we are commanded to do.  There is little 
fruit because there has been little labor.

In Matthew 9:36 and on in to chapter 10, Jesus tells His disciples 
that the harvest is plentiful, the fields are ready, but there are few 
workers.  He then says “pray for workers”.  Notice He doesn’t 
say “pray for the fields or for the harvest”.  He then commands 
the disciples who were praying for workers to, in fact, be the 
workers.  We need to change the way we pray with open hands 
and work gloves on.  

The harvest is plentiful and the worker is you!

•	 Pray to the Lord of the harvest with open hands and work 
gloves on.

•	 Pray for the boldness to reach your sphere of influence 
with the Gospel.
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God Will See You Through
2 Corinthians 4:8-9 (CSB)  “We are afflicted in every way but 

not crushed; we are perplexed but not in despair...”

All I could do was cry out to God - I had been diagnosed with 
leukemia and told I likely wouldn’t live even one year.  More 
than a thousand other godly prayer warriors committed to 
praying for me. Many have never stopped.

While walking down the hall one day, a missionary whom my 
husband had not seen in years stopped him to ask about me. 
He said that he and his wife had taken up the prayer mantle and 
had faithfully lifted me up every day for three years! 

Maybe God and prayer are all you have. You’re facing many 
battles. The battle of discouragement, deception, and defeat. 
Maybe it’s a huge battle of something like life or death. Respond 
in prayer. Because you are God’s child and an heir. You’re not a 
stranger!

How do we know that God wants us in His family and He won’t 
change His mind like everyone else seems to? He answered 
that question for us on the cross. We can come to Him with 
anything and everything. 

•	 Cry out to God about the battles that you face.

•	 Enlist prayer warriors who will intercede to God for you, 
then trust their faithfulness.
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Pray Specifically 
Mark 10:51 “And the blind man said to him,  

‘Rabbi, let me recover my sight.’” 

You won’t see specific answers when your requests are so 
vague. Do you ask for anything outside of what God’s grace 
already provides?

Me: God, be with Sally today.  
God: I already am. I’m omnipresent and promised never to 
leave you or forsake you.

Me: Lord, bless the Smith family.  
God: They are blessed. They woke up breathing today and ate 
breakfast. They have clothing and shelter. Is there anything else 
you’re thinking about?

In Mark 10:46-52 Bartimaeus cries out twice to Jesus, “Have 
mercy on me.” Jesus then asked a question that could greatly 
change your prayer life:  ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ 
Jesus pushed Bartimaeus beyond vagueness to specificity. 
Jesus led him to ask specifically for his sight to be restored. 
That’s merciful! Specific prayer forces you to consider your 
situation and fine-tune your request to God’s will.  It forces you 
to consider the desires of your heart and align them with God’s.

•	 Specific names of people for whom you need to pray.

•	 Specific needs for each of those names.

•	 Specific needs for your church.

•	 Consider keeping a prayer journal where you can record 
these specific requests and God’s answers.
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Someone’s Always  
Praying for You

romans 8:34 “Christ Jesus ... who is at the right  
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.”

Have you ever wondered if people really pray for you when you 
ask them to? I can answer with a hearty “yes” to that question. 
How do I know? Earlier this year I was diagnosed with cancer. 
Upon hearing the news I cried out to God and others for help 
to endure this trial. I specifically asked for three things. First, 
that I’d be a witness for the Lord as often as He presented 
opportunities. Second, that I’d remain strong in faith, strength, 
and courage during the battle. And finally, that my side effects 
during radiation treatments would be minimal and manageable!

Now that I’m beyond the treatments and in recovery I can attest 
that all three of those prayer requests have been answered. Not 
a day passed that I wavered in faith, strength, or courage. Nor 
did I fail to have many gospel conversations, or experience the 
onslaught of bad side effects. Why? Because hundreds of people 
were interceding on my behalf, bringing my name before the 
throne of God! God heard and acted! Make it a priority to pray 
for others because others are praying for you! And remember, 
Jesus is always interceding on your behalf. (Romans 8:34)

•	 Do a personal bible study of the prayers of Jesus.

•	 Start a prayer journal, charting your requests, others 
requests, and God’s answers.
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Abounding Through 
Abiding

John 15:7 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you 
will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.”

As a young pastor eager to find creative and innovative ways 
to succeed in making disciples and growing a church I was 
frequently frustrated with the failure of “my ideas”.   I learned 
that good ideas were not always God’s ideas and that God 
already had the plan; all I had to do was discover it and join 
Him in accomplishing it.  This revelation was humbling to my 
ego but empowering to my effectiveness. 

As Jesus gave final instruction to His beloved disciples as 
recorded in John 15, preparing them for His departure and 
the Spirit’s arrival, He gave them essential guidance for their 
personal and corporate success.  Only as the disciples abided  
(stayed, remained, continued, nested) in Him could they pray 
prayers that God would answer. Christ said that the Father 
would grant their “desires” if they made their abode in Him.  
The Psalmist David said it this way, “Delight yourself also in the 
LORD, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 
37:4)

Here is the key: When you spend time (abiding) alone with God 
in prolonged prayer, scripture meditation and listening to Him 
speak through circumstances … God’s heart desire becomes 
your heart’s desire. When you bring your desire before God  
you are simply asking Him to fulfill His desire, and our prayers 
become the pursuit of the fulfillment of His purpose. 

•	 Ask God to give you a longing for intimacy with Him.

•	 Pray that God gives you the mind and the faith to pray His 
will and His purpose, to pray in the Spirit.
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do not cease
Colossians 1:9-12 “…since the day we heard of it, we  

have not ceased to pray for you…”

Walk with Him   -   Please Him   -   Bear fruit   -   Increase in the 
knowledge of God   -   Strengthened with all power   -   For the 
attaining of all steadfastness and patience   -   Joyously giving 
thanks

Ohio Baptists are blessed to have a platoon of church planters 
working in cities, suburbs, communities, and rural areas.  Each 
is seeking to serve where God has called him and his family to 
reach people for Christ.

During any given week there will be a planter working to gather 
the initial core group for the church.  Another will be searching 
for the appropriate place for the new church to gather because 
the new church has outgrown its current location.  

Beside the ministry needs, family issues like raising children, 
health crises, and other challenges from which none of us are 
exempt jump in the face of the church planter.
 

•	 Identify at least one church planter serving near you and 
request to be on his prayer support team.

•	 Give thanks to the Father for the planter and his family.

•	 Pray for the church planter to have wisdom and 
understanding (Col. 1:9), ability to resist temptation (1:10), 
spiritual fruit (1:10), and godly power to be steadfast and 
patient in the face of challenges (1:11).
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Walking with God
Micah 6:8 (CSB) “...to act justly, to love faithfulness,  

and to walk humbly with your God.”

The well-respected preacher stood before our associational 
leaders. He told the story of his son who he loved very much. 
His 20 year-old son went out on his own despite mental issues 
that required controlled medications. And the son vanished. 

The preacher described how he began to look at each homeless 
man through new eyes. Was this my son, he would ask? He had 
long walked past the down and out. But he was looking for any 
sign that a scruffy, dirty man might be his long-lost son. 

A couple of years passed with no news. Then someone in 
Colorado sent him a photo and his son’s name. The preacher 
admitted that he never would have recognized the gaunt, 
hollow-eyed face looking out of the photo. 

The young man came home and received the treatment that 
helped restore his health. However, the pastor said that he 
never looked at those in need the same. 

How does our heavenly Father view each of us? Would he see 
our sinful ways with love? Wouldn’t he know what abundant 
life could be for each of us? 

God expects us to act justly, love faithfully, and walk in humility 
with Him.

•	 Pray for new eyes that see a lost world that God loves.

•	 Pray for opportunities to touch the life of someone’s son or 
daughter that has yet to walk with God.
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crying out

Psalms 91:2 - “...the Lord,...My God, in whom I trust.”

The cry of our youngest grandbaby declares there is a need and 
she would like it addressed now. As we grow we learn ways to 
take care of some of our needs. However, what happens when 
it is beyond us? Do you push on or buckle under? What keeps 
you going? What do you hope to accomplish? What are the 
cries of your heart? More importantly, who hears your cries?

Scripture says the Lord hears our cries and is with us. He is our 
dwelling place. The Lord makes intercession for us even when 
we don’t know what to say.

Ours is a day of rage and hate seems to be the norm. May the 
Prince of Peace be ours today. He hears your cries and He 
knows exactly what you need.

Why? Because of whose we are! 

•	 Pray to trust Him at every point.

•	 Pray for the cries of your heart.

•	 Pray for the cries of the world around us.

•	 Pray for those experiencing persecution for the gospel.

•	 Pray for the ability to know God is at work, even when it is 
the most difficult to see His work.

day 30

30 days of prayer: for REACH Ohio



acts 4:12-21 “Nor is there salvation in any other,  
for there is no other name under heaven  

given among men by which we must be saved...”

Acts 4 offers a strong reminder of what Mission Ohio is and 
how we are to Reach Ohio for Christ.  Verse 12 provides us 
with the foundational message for Mission Ohio: there is 
salvation in no other name but the name of Jesus! And we 
Reach Ohio by proclaiming and sharing the Name and the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

By verse 18, the governing authorities ordered Peter and John 
to cease speaking in the name of Jesus.  They replied (verse 
20) that due to the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
(verse 10) they lacked the ability to cease proclaiming what 
they personally had seen and heard.  They completely lacked 
the ability to remain silent about Jesus! 

We hope that this devotional guide offers assistance in 
leading each of us to a similar position of complete surrender 
so that we too may “Speak the Word of God with boldness” 
to Reach Ohio.

mission Ohio

A Word about the ray roberts  
STATE Missions Offering 

While the Cooperative Program supports mission work from 
Ohio to the ends of the earth, The Ray Roberts State Missions 
Offering goes 100% to directly support missions here in Ohio. 

Please join us to pray for and financially support ministries in 
Ohio through the State Missions Offering. Reach Ohio needs 
bold witnesses to the saving and transforming power of Jesus 
Christ.  

learn more at www.scbo.org/SMO



to learn more about  
mission ohio visit:

www.scbo.org

VIEW THE ONLINE Prayer guide  
or request additional copies:

www.scbo.org/30days
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30 days of prayer: for REACH Ohio

‘Whether it’s right in 
the sight of God for us 
to listen to you rather 

than to God, you decide; 
for we are unable to 
stop speaking about 

what we have seen and 
heard.’

Acts 4:19-20
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